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News from WABCG      February 2017 

Editorial 

Although January was another 

month of political uncertainty at 

world level, it was quite a flat 

month from a market point of 

view! With raw sugar between 

20 and 21cts/lb throughout the 

month, we begin 2017 in an 

optimistic mood.  

WABCG will travel in February, in 

order to represent the voice of growers in various fora: 

• On the 28
th

, I will be representing WABCG at the 

Sugar World 2017 conference, organised in Kiev 

(Ukraine), at the invitation of the National Association of 

Sugar Producers of Ukraine (see http://sugarworld.org). I 

will present the results of the study we conducted last 

year, on how the products from cane and beet are 

shared between growers and factories throughout the 

world. During this meeting, and alongside the ISO 

representative, I will be the growers’ voice. I am proud to 

remind the world that the sustainability of our 

production means a fair price to growers, thanks to a fair 

value sharing system. 

• A few days before that, the WABCG Secretary 

will attend the International Sugar Conference in 

Morocco (see http://cismorocco.ma), to present the 

result of our past study regarding collective 

communication on sugar. We can be proud of our 

product, and share the way we speak to the civil society. 

 

And next month, WABCG members will meet in 

Yamoussoukro, in Ivory Coast, at the kind invitation of 

Fepcanvici, the Ivory Coast cane growers’ association. We 

will focus our event on sustainability and innovation. 

Those two words have always been our guidelines in 

WABCG, and have a special meaning in Africa, where we 

have a lot to learn! I am looking forwards to seeing all of 

you there! 

Jean-Pierre Dubray, WABCG President 

NEWS FROM AUSTRIA 

The year 2016 was a good year for the farmers in Austria. 

Around 6,000 growers cultivated a beet area of round 

about 43,500ha. Nearly 1,000ha of 

this area were cultivated organic to 

produce organic beet-sugar. The 

campaign in our two factories finished 

after a campaign length of 140 days. 

The vegetation period in 2016 was 

very satisfactory. We had always at 

the right time the right amount of 

rainfall. So we had a good beet-crop with an average 

beet yield of 81t/ha with a sugar-content about 17% and 

a sugar yield of 13.8t/ha. 

The year before it was just the opposite. There we had 

less rainfall and a long heat period in summer and the 

beets suffered a lot. So the effects of climate change 

have also reached Austria. Events of heavy rainfall, hail or 

longer heat periods are getting more and more.  

Due to these circumstances we have developed together 

with our hail-insurance company, which mainly insures 

the events of hail, a product to cover the risk of drought 

in cultivation of sugar beet. This very new product is 

offered for grassland, corn, wheat and sugar beet. We 

see this risk management as an important possibility to 

stabilize the farmer´s income and we are glad to have a 

law for paying the half costs of the insurance premium by 

the state. 

For the commercial conditions for the grower´s deliveries 

we have reached some weeks ago an agreement with our 

sugar-company AGRANA for the future after the 

European sugar regime, when quotas, minimum beet 

price and others exist no longer. This agreement makes 

sure that beet growers get a fair share of sugar selling 

prices but implements also to share lower prices in bad 

times. But as shareholder of AGRANA we are optimistic 

that we will start together in the new period in Europe 

with more competition in the light of the global increase 

in sugar consumption. 

Markus Schöberl, Managing Director  
VÖR (Vereinigung Österreichischer Rübenbauernorganisationen, the 

Association of Austrian beet growers) 
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NEWS FROM Guatemala 

Not everything is sweet for the cane sector in Guatemala 

for the 2016/17 harvest.  

 

The first third (Nov.-

Dec.) of the harvest was 

marked by a decrease in 

agricultural production 

of an average 10% at 

national level compared 

to production from the 

previous harvest and 

increases in sugar yield 

only reached 5%, which does not compensate for losses 

in the field.  

 

Therefore, it is not expected that the farmers will obtain 

such good economic results. The first production results 

led CENGICAÑA (Guatemalan Sugar Cane Research 

Centre) to look for the possible factors responsible for 

this, which can be listed as follows:  
• Cane yield in tonnes per hectare is lower for the 

2016/17 harvest compared with 2015/16; 10.3 t/ha in 

the first third. 

• The age of the harvest from 2016/17 compared 

to 2015/16 is 0.45 months lower, which could cause a 

decrease of 5 t/ha of cane and 0.5 t/ha of sugar. 

• In general, the climatic conditions (La Niña 

period) were not favourable for the crop. 

• The late end of winter in 2015 influenced the 

delay in the harvests. This is important because it 

reduced the cutting ages of the respective plots for the 

corresponding cut for the following cycle (2016/17). 

Therefore, many cutting areas for November and 

December found themselves with cane less than 12 

months old. This inevitably leads to a drop in production. 

• Global radiation values during the growing 

stages (a critical stage) had a negative effect on the cane 

growth and finally were detrimental to the accumulation 

of biomass, mainly in the middle and upper layers. 

The trend is expected to reverse towards the end of the 

harvesting season to end with a 5% decrease in 

production in the field. Since Guatemala is a net exporter 

(72% of national production), it was hoping to benefit 

this season from the increase in the world market price, 

but unfortunately this will not be the case.  

We hope to have better news for the next harvest. 

 

 

Luis Alfonso Gonzalez, President 
UCS (Unión de Cañeros del Sur, the association of the cane growers 

from Guatemala) 

 

 

 

 

News from Malawi 

 

The smallholder sugarcane production started in 1977 by 

Government of Malawi in Dwangwa under Smallholder 

Sugar Authority to enable smallholder farmers to 

participate in supplying sugarcane to the Sugar mill then 

under Lohnro. In 1999 Dwangwa Cane Growers Trust 

emerged after the privatization of Smallholder Sugar 

Authority to foster smallholder sugarcane production in 

Dwangwa. Along the Shire Valley, Kasinthula Cane 

Growers Trust was also established in 1997 in Chikwawa. 

The establishment of Salima Factory in Salima will see the 

number of outgrowers increasing. 

The sugarcane outgrowers in Dwangwa and Chikwawa 

formed associations for effective business management. 

With this set up, outgrower institutions are able to grow 
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and supply cane to the miller and access capacity 

building programs such as Cane husbandry, Business 

Understanding programs, Cooperate Governance, gender 

and HIV and AIDS from Concern Universal and Illovo 

Sugar Company Limited. 

 

Currently, there are over 3,552 outgrower farmers in 

Malawi. Out of this 2,628 are male while 924 are female 

with an average landholding size of 1.8 ha. An additional 

1350 farmers will join SUGAM once Salima factory 

becomes operational.  

 

The sugarcane outgrowers are structured with Sugarcane 

Growers Association of Malawi (SUGAM) as a national 

body and supported by regional bodies, Lakeshore Cane 

Growers Association (LCGA) and Southern Region Cane 

Growers Association (SRCGA). All the associations and 

cooperatives are members of the regional bodies. The 

driving force for the structuring of the outgrowers is that 

there is power of collective 

voice.   

 

SUGAM was formed in 

September 2014 in Blantyre 

with support from Concern 

Universal under Sugarcane 

Capacity Building project with 

funding from European Union and Solidaridad. The 

organisation was formed to achieve the following 

objectives:   

• To protect and defend the interests and rights of 

sugarcane growers in Malawi 

• To represent sugarcane growers at both 

national and international forum   

• To negotiate the cane supply agreement with 

millers and any matters incidental to it. 

• To dialogue with and engage government and 

other relevant stakeholders on matters affecting 

sugarcane growers in Malawi. 

 

Some of the achievements which SUGAM has made 

include: 

• Facilitated the development of sugarcane 

regulatory framework and the extension 

strategy.  

• Hosted two international Sugar Conferences. 

The 2nd International Sugar Conference whose 

theme was “Building Sugarcane Outgrowers 

Resilience to the Changing Environment” was 

held in September 2016.  

 
 

Frighton Njolomole, Chairman  
SUGAM (Sugarcane Growers Association of Malawi) 

 

 

The World Association of Beet and Cane Growers (WABCG) is the international organisation which groups together the national and regional 

associations of sugar beet and sugar cane growers at international level. WABCG has 35 member associations and unites over 5 million sugar 

beet and sugar cane growers from the five continents. WABCG is present in over 30 countries, producing 60% of world sugar production. 

 

www.wabcg.org  

Next Council of the WABCG: 

 

11-15 March 2017 

Yamoussoukro 

Ivory-Coast 

 
www.wabcg.org  


